
November
IMPORTANT DATES

November 23, 2021/Early Dismissal at 2:30 p.m. December 22, 2021/Early Dismissal at 2:30 p.m.
November 24, 25, and 26th 2021/No School Thanksgiving Break December 23, 2021 - January 3, 2022/No School
December 8, 2021/No School Professional Development January 4, 2022/School Resumes
December 16, 2021/Hearing Screenings January 12, 2021/No School/Professional Development
December 16, 2021/Holiday Concert/6:00 p.m.
December 22, 2021/End of Quarter 2 and Semester 1

THANK YOU!!
The Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary would like to say Thank you to the
Lu Verne Fire Department for the bags that were given to each child during
National Fire Prevention Week in October and also to LeAnn Wempen for
taking some of the classes up to tour the new fire station.  We would also
like to thank the Lu Verne Library for the treat bags that were given to us
for our fall parties and to the staff, parents and community members for all
the goodies that were brought in. Thank you also to Walmart and Coach
Tina and Coach Barb for the school
Supplies that were dropped off and
donated for our kids.

Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary is Blessed by the Best!

IT’S GETTING CHILLY OUTSIDE
The colder weather is upon us and at the LuVerne (CWL) Elementary we go
outside for recess everyday unless it is raining or the temperature is below zero.
Please make sure your child comes to school with a coat, gloves or mittens, hats
and when the snow begins to fly snow pants and boots.  The kids love the fresh
air and to play outside, but we want to make sure they come dressed for the
outside weather and temperatures. Also, with it getting colder students should not arrive at school until 7:45 a.m.
unless they have band or band lesson unless there is an emergency in which the school has been notified and
arrangements have been made.

In October we celebrated Red Ribbon Week. Red Ribbon Week is a national initiative that encourages
students to make healthy choices by living a drug free life. At the Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary we celebrated healthy
choices and promoted healthy bodies and minds.  During the week of October 25th through the 29th we had dress up
days.  On Monday we were “ Too Cool for Drugs” and we wore sunglasses, on Tuesday we “Put a Cap on Drugs” and we
all wore hats.  Wednesday “Our Future is Bright” and we all wore neon/bright colors and read with flashlights in the
gym.  Thursday “It was our JOB to stay off Drugs”!  We all dressed up like what we wanted to be when we grow up
and on Friday we “Dressed to Impress” and dressed up for the play in Algona. At the Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary we
are happy, we are brave and we are happy to be drug free!!



Pumpkin Carving
On October 27th in the afternoon the kids at the Lu Verne (CWL) got a chance to carve or paint pumpkins.
Below is a picture of some of the kids with their pumpkins.

October Student’s of the Month
Congratulations to our October Students of the Month who are from left to right: Emily Hernandez, Livia Williams,
Chase Abendroth, James Barnett, Maria Aguilar and Jace Hanlon.

Fourth Grade News
We have been busy in 4th grade reading finishing up our poetry unit. We presented our poems and essays to a wonderful
audience. We can’t wait to learn about animal defenses and write our own books in the next module. In math, we have
been learning and working on multiplication, division with remainders, fractions, and decimals. Our human body has kept
us busy in Science. We have been performing several experiments throughout this unit. 4th graders will now be learning
about careers by exploring what they want to be when they grow up. We can’t wait to share more of our learning with
you next month.



Veteran’s Day Program 2021
This year the Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary hosted a “Veteran’s Day Program a little differently than in the past years
and tried something new.  This year the students sent letters to local Veterans in our communities writing notes to
each of them and asking them to join us for a “Facebook Live” performance.   At 9:00 a.m. we went live on November
11th.  A welcome was given and then four songs were sung under the direction of Mr. Todd-Herbst Ulmer and
accompanied by Mr. Carter Nath. We want to say THANK YOU not only to our local Heroes, but all who have served our
country.  We will never forget you and the sacrifices you have given for us!

NOVEMBER MEET THE STAFF AND TEACHERS

One of our November staff spotlights is our first grade teacher Miss Sarah Rutt. This
is Sarah’s 5th year of teaching and her second year of teaching at the LuVerne (CWL)
Elementary. Sarah’s biggest reason for wanting to go into teaching is because she wanted to help
students excel in both academics and acts of character.

Outside of work you may find Sarah reading, baking, playing games, walking, biking,
traveling, attending concerts or plays and musicals, watching tv and movies and spending time with
friends and family which includes her mom Tierny,  who is also a first grade teacher, her dad Tom,
her brother Eric and her boyfriend Nathan.

Sarah said one of the best moments of her career was earning her standard teaching license at the end of your
second year of teaching.  It was an achievement for her.  So many experiences and years of hard work had built up to
this accomplishment, and she says she could not have done it without the support of her family, friends and fellow
educators.

Twenty years from now Sarah sees herself  continuing to be a lifelong learner and continuing to instill a love of
learning in the students she teaches.  She wants to continue to support her students in everything that they do.

Now the question we have asked all of our spotlight interviewees.  What is your favorite school lunch?  Sarah’s
favorite is hot dogs and of course the Thanksgiving and Christmas meals are also special and very tasty.

Sarah is very thankful to work at an amazing school with the best students and staff.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mr. Todd Herbst-Ulmer is our next November spotlight.  Mr. H-U as some
of the students may call him is the K-5 Music and Band Teacher.

Mr. H-U started teaching in January of 1991 because he always wanted to be a
music teacher.

Outside of work he plays the guitar and mandolin and various other instruments.  He
also sings in a trio named Just ‘Cause. He also loves working the sound board at the Wilcox
Performing Arts Center!

Todd’s family includes his wife Julie who is the Membership Director at the Y
in Algona.  He has two sons Max who lives and works in Iowa City and Theo who is in his
last year at Wartburg College studying to be a music teacher.

One of the best moments of Mr. H-U’s career was when he took the Bishop
Garrigan High School Choir to Kansas City in 1995 and sang the National Anthem at a Royals Game.

Twenty years from now Todd sees himself wandering around Iowa with his wife Julie watching his future
grandchildren do their favorite things.

When asked about what his favorite school lunch was he had to say Chili with crackers and added that when
he taught at Bishop Garrigan, the cooks served huge cinnamon rolls with that lunch and they were so good!!!

Mr. H-U moved around a lot when he was growing up, in fact the longest he ever lived anywhere was 6 years.
However, my wife Julie and I have been in Algona for 30 years.



November also spotlights Mrs. Kira Carroll. Kira is our K-5 Physical Education Teacher and is in
charge of our Media and Library and also computers.
Kira started teaching here at CWL in 2002 and wanted to teach because she loves kids and

wanted to make an impact on them.
Outside of work you will find Kira doing some of her favorite things which include riding

motorcycles, watching her youngest daughter Cailey play ball, hanging out in Boji and being with
her friends.
Mrs. Carroll’s family includes her husband Denny, stepson Colton, and daughters Chantal and

Cailey  When asked what her best moment was of her career she answered, “everyday is a
blessing”.  I cannot say I have had one best moment.  I have felt at home since my first day.”

Twenty years from now Kira sees herself retired and on a tropical island.
Kira’s favorite school lunch is Sandy’s homemade bread.  She notes we are very fortunate to have a wonderful

cook and all of her meals are amazing.
Mrs. Carroll has worked in this school district for nearly twenty years.  It is a thoughtful, caring school to be a

part of and says she has been blessed to be a member of these amazing communities.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mrs. Beth Schmidt teaches 2nd and 3rd grade this year at the Lu Verne (CWL)
Elementary.  Beth started teaching at CWL in Corwith in 2006 at the HIgh School.
When Beth is not at work she enjoys antiquing and spending lots of time with her
grandbabies.
Her family consists of her husband Jamie, her three grown daughters, Stephanie, Brittney,
and Brianna, two sons in law and four grandbabies.
One of the best moments of her teaching career was when one of her CWL student’s got
the Governor’s Award and picked her as their favorite teacher.  She is now a doctor.
Twenty years from now Beth sees herself retired and full of classroom memories.
When asked what her favorite school lunch is, she said, “any lunch”, but she loves Sandy

Coyle’s homemade buns!!!!
Mrs. Schmidt wants us to know that it’s a privilege to teach in a school where the teachers and staff care so much

about their students.

Save the Date for our Holiday Winter Concert

Oh the weather outside is frightful, but the snow is so delightful, so since there’s no place to go, let us go, let us go
and watch the show.    The Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary will be holding a Holiday Concert this year on Thursday,
December 16th beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The concert will be held in the Gym and we hope to see you all there!



American Education Week
November 15th - November 18th, 2021

Thank you to Lu Verne (CWL) Elementary Sta� for all
the work you do to make sure kids are getting a quality
education.

Rachel Brown/Instructional Coach and Title one
Teacher
Kira Carroll/Elementary PE/Media
Marlene Coleman/Teacher Associate
Sandy Coyle/Head Cook
Shelby Curry/Kindergarten
Diane Faber/Tag
Courtney Fannon/Guidance
Lois Gent/Fifth Grade
Todd Herbst-Ulmer/Music
Jon Hueser/Superintendent/Principal
John Jenn/Media/Tech

Linda Merkle/Bus Driver
Kristyn Olson/ Fourth Grade
Dave Poage/Bus Driver/PreK Bus Driver
Stephanie Robinson/Preschool
Karen Roman/Special Education
Sarah Rutt/First Grade
Karen Sandberg/Curriculum Director
Beth Schmidt/Second and Third Grade
Roxanne Studer/Teacher Associate
Allyson Thompson/Secretary
Greg Thompson/Custodian and Sub Bus Driver
LeAnn Wempen/Business Manager and Board Secretary

Lu Verne School Board AND A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SUBSTITUTES
Meredith Collins
Cody Holmes Everyone is a HUGE Part of making our school run smoothly
Charles Legler
Jennifer Ludwig
Lany Mitchell

Thank You~ Thank You~



Reorganization Committee
During the Lu Verne School Board Meeting on October 21, the local school board approved the following members to
be on a joint reorganization committee. Our four members will join six members who have been appointed by the
Algona CSD to serve on this committee.  The following people have graciously agreed to serve on this committee:
Lany Mitchell (Lu Verne board member), Charles Legler (Lu Verne board member), Kira Carroll (Lu Verne staff
member) and Lara Kleier (community member).  The purpose of this committee is to come up with a petition that can
be placed on the September 2022 ballot. This will allow  members of the public to vote on the proposed merger of the
Lu Verne CSD and the Algona CSD beginning with the 2023-2024 school year.  We have been in a whole-grade
sharing agreement with Algona CSD since the 2015-2016 school year and we are also presently in year two (out of a
total of three years allowed) of extra joint employment incentives from the State of Iowa.  Because of the loss of
students and the difficulty in finding teachers (which is affecting both districts) we feel it is the right time to begin the
reorganization process.

The committee’s sole purpose is to come up with the petition that members of the public will be voting on next
September. Reorganization is accomplished by a vote of the public, not a vote of the local school board.  Iowa Code
Chapter 275 lists several components that must be included in a reorganization petition.  Those items are listed
below:

1. Legal description of the proposed boundary lines (usually done in conjunction with legal counsel and the
Iowa Department of Education).

2. Conformance to the area education agency reorganization plans (by law, our local Prairie Lakes AEA will be
leading this process for both districts).

3. Name of proposed district
4. Number of directors (5 or 7)
5. Method of election of the directors (district or at-large; both Lu Verne and Algona presently elect their

directors at-large).
The following items are optional for for the petition:

1. No passage of bond election within the past six months (neither district has passed any bonds in the last 6
months).

2. Voter approved physical plant and equipment levy (Algona has a $0.67 voter approved PPEL) and a revenue
purpose statement (which describes how we use our state-wide sales tax funds).

3. Plan for the division of assets and liabilities
4. Alternate method of election of initial board

Over the next couple of months the committee will be working on the petition and work with our local area agency
(Prairie Lakes AEA who by law leads this process for both districts) to complete the petition.  We will continue to give
you updates on where we are in the process in our local school newsletter.  Thank you for always supporting our
school and our children!
Thank you,

Joe Carter, Superintendent Algona CSD Jon Hueser, Principal/Superintendent Lu Verne CSD


